
 what sings in the blood   ::   lyrics

1.    redwing
                 
(chor)
redwing oh redwing in the blue sky
won’t you come down and tell what you see from on high

i planted my garden in rows neat and fine
lilies all tangled with bittersweet vine
i wait for the rain and i pray for some sun
oh you never do know if tomorrow will come

(chor)

i walk the wild hillside in soft early morn
i’ll leave my own country ‘fore the first star is born
hoping to find where my heart’s treasure lies
oh we never do know if we’ll see the sun rise

(chor)

i shiver in the shadow of the tall city gate
before me lie hunger and sorrow and hate
behind me the mountains and comfort and home
i walk through that gate, but i don’t walk alone

(chor)

the hour is late and the times they are dire
some say our world will be ended in fire
and do as we may, do as we might
love only love can set things aright

(chor  w/ round)


2.    i’ve got the stars              

they call her the princess - she doesn’t mind                           
she  reigns from a subway grate on the Bloor line                       
she’ll smile as you pass her; she doesn’t care                             
if you’re dressed in Goodwill or designer wear                      
                                                                       
she’s got a heart just as deep as the ocean
she’s survived things of which we have no notion
that might have undone someone like you or me
still she’s a testament to dignity     

        CHOR:
        she says i’ve got the stars for a roof up above                       
        and nobody tells me who I cannot love
        i got no walls to box my spirit in
        or to block out the light and the music

  there’s a faded red hat you can throw something in
  loose change or paper, whatever you can
  it’s crocheted in popcorn stitch from hand-spun yarn
  by someone who loved her once, back on the farm
                                                                         
  she’s a long way from paradise here in the core
  of the choking Big Smoke on Ontario’s shore
  but she never seems lost and she never seems sad
  never seems to miss whatever life she once had  

         CHOR.

she looks right in your soul; don’t you think she can’t see
that you’re thinkin’ ‘bout somewhere else you’d rather be
somewhere down the road, there may come a time when
you’ll wish you could look in those bright eyes again  

        BR:
   if virtues are medals of honour                                
   and if some are just noble at birth                                    
   then the princess is high commander                             
   in the battle for heaven on earth    


3.   we never cry                        

in heaven’s hall
wild prayers rise
where the mighty fall
under cobalt skies
pick and saw
and the steel chains fly
where money is law
but we never cry


sweet water flows
‘neath the sheltering crown
and the meadow rose
jewels the dappled ground
our heart and home
it’s our bye and bye
now we must go
but we never cry

 ( chor.)
   no goodbyes, no goodbyes....  we never cry

red sky at night
gold light at dawn
will still burn bright
when we are gone
and as i lay 
me down to sleep
I pray that light 
my soul to keep

(chor.)


4.    red dress       
                              
darlin’ come close,  what’re you a  afraid of                                    
whisper your secret into my  ear
y’say nobody knows the  stuff you’re really made of
you sing your heart out where nobody hears

you gave your youth, body and soul
your voice and your truth to a gambler to hold
but  just like an echo, when  your love is  true
one way or  another it’ll  come back to you, so

          (chor)
      hang up your blue dress, let down your  hair
      step out and just take a chance
      beauty’s unfurling itself everywhere
      put on your red dress and dance

you stood your ground through some dark, stormy hours
and sure, you’re a little bit bent from the rain
just shake off the dreams that don’t fit any more ‘cause
behind the pale flower I sense a bright flame

look at the sun pouring down on the water
sparkling and twirling and jumping for joy
look at you now, you’re the sun’s shining daughter
ready to dance with some shining boy

(chor )


5.    heart upon the altar      
                               
i’ll lay my heart upon the altar
of this stone-white, silent love    
and if i fight, if i falter
well i am no turtledove

      i am flame, i am water
     you are wind across the land
     you have held me like no other
     i was springtime in your hands

a wisp of smoke, a lingering fragrance
the pure sweet call of a nightingale
when last we spoke your eyes were radiant
but there are times when words must fail

     love has asked and i have given
     more than i ever knew I could
     there’s a deep, deep well between earth and heaven
     and roses bloom where once we stood

oh i have walked the hollow corridors 
where your voice no longer sounds
stepped ever lightly round the borders
of our shared and sacred ground

     something golden still abides there
     like a shimmer of dust from distant stars
     love will resound and will reside there    
     long after we this world depart


6.    three wishes                                 

i want to walk on the sand at Kandahar
taste the perfume of forgiveness on the breeze
i want to know the human heart has come that far
and never sing another prayer for peace

(chor.)
oh my heart, oh my heart… oh my heart, oh…  

i want to kneel in the temples at Mumbai
where the lilies of the field are sacrificed
i want to know not one more daughter’s dreams will die
in rituals of lust and avarice

(chor.)

i want to gaze down from the northern air
on ancient mounds of towering timber there
no graves, no deserts no mines
no more killing fields in our time

(chor.) 


7.     overwhelmed                             

you say we’re all pieces of the stars
that long ago lit up the endless dark
i don’t know but i swear from time to time
i feel something deep inside me shine
 and i’m overwhelmed…. overwhelmed

some say we’re all formed of dust and clay
touched by grace, risen up and walked away
i don’t know but I swear I feel it when
the earth she tries to pull me back again
   and i’m overwhelmed… overwhelmed   

i heard an angel speak my name
his wings were light, his eyes were flame
he said “i know you well my love
and one day you too shall rise above”
i was overwhelmed… overwhelmed

you say we’re all pieces of the stars…


8.    hymn for the innocent                              

 red waved the  poppies on the day i wed
 red-stained the sheets of the childbirth bed                  
 red the fine curls on my sweet baby’s head
    oh the beauties, oh the beauties of this world

scarlet the shame of the untamed hand
scarlet the blame of man for man
scarlet the rage that will not under stand
     oh the sorrows, oh the sorrows of this world

crimson the sun through fading dark
crimson the breast of the matin lark
crimson the joy of the soul’s answering spark
     oh the beauties, oh the beauties of this world

ruby the flag that my love bore
and ruby the courage to combat wore
ruby the tide that flowed back to my door
    oh the sorrows, oh the sorrows of this world

rose blooms the pearl of greatest price
rose glow the bonfires of sacrifice
rose bleeds the heart that does not think twice 
    but lays itself, lays itself down for this world

blessed are those with eyes that see
blessed are those who hold the key
blessed are those who let it be
   oh the beauty, oh the beauty of this world


9.    lost nation road                   

i don’t know my father 
don’t know my real name
i cannot trace my origin
without a trace of shame

some carefully constructed history
delivered me to this place
and i can’t decipher the geography
of this lonely face   (but)

    CHOR: 
    home... there’s an echo inside 
    home… and it won’t be denied
    it sings in the blood it rings in the bone  
    every soul has a home

we’re all stumbling together 
down the lost nation road
heirs to magic and miracles
searching for the ancient code

i’ll gather you up if you falter
will you warm me when i’m cold as stone    
there’s not a single one of us
can make it on our own… back

CHOR.


10.   invisible                           

my world has grown so small
a bed, a room, that’s all
and all of the rest
of hell and holiness
is invisible

i drift between far shores
one’s the life i knew before
the other draws my will
toward a harbour that is still
invisible

(chor.)
and love is all 
rise or fall
love is all is love is all

hey, I’m still here
now my vision’s growing clear
you talk amongst yourselves
while I sip from hidden wells
and become invisible

I see your radiant souls
ancient monuments of gold
fear and sorrow fade to white
in the beauty of that light
the bright invisible

(chor) 
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